Professor Koenig
Introduction to Literature
English 1B


Part 1: Through the Eyes of a Child - The Lucky Place (pgs 9-91)
Instead of asking you to reflect critically while reading this first section, I think we'll save the 'tough' questions for next week, after you have read the whole work (and hopefully reread it). 

So, as a creative way of thinking about the impact of point of view on a story, for this week's second discussion forum 'Through the Eyes of a Child' I would like you each to write about a childhood memory or event that still sticks with you. 

· First, I would like you to write out the memory looking back on it from your current adult perspective. What do you remember about the event, what do you understand now that maybe you did not as a kid, how would you react differently now than you did then?

· Then, as Vincent does through Cassie, the narrator of The Lucky Place, I would like you to attempt to recreate a child's perspective of those events. Instead of looking back and contextualizing the event, analyzing it or even rationalizing it from your more adult or mature perspective, I want you to try to re-experience it through the eyes and emotions of your younger self.  What did you see, hear?  How did you think - what words or phrases would you have used at the age when the event/memory took place?  What were your hobbies, your fears, your dreams at that age? 

One simple thing to consider is the impact that a change in height has - remember how distant the top of the fridge used to be when you were four or five, or even the kitchen counter top?  Or how tall your dad seemed at that age?  How instead of worrying about tripping over a dog, you had to worry about their noses ending up in your ear?  How far you had to stretch your legs to climb a normal size step? 

Part of understanding what a writer is doing in a story is analyzing how they go about making you suspend your disbelief - getting you to believe that these characters are really feeling, thinking, and acting, that this world you are reading about is as real as the one you live in everyday. Trying to recreate your younger self will allow you to analyze more effectively how Vincent goes about creating Cassie's voice, character, and perspective through the language and style of the novel.  You might also want to consider the impact that having the story told through Cassie's eyes and understanding has on our (the readers) experience of the story and the other characters as you read.  After all, why choose Cassie?  What is it about her, as a character, as a narrator, that is necessary to the story?

In her review of The Lucky Place for ALAN, Julie M. Prince comments that, "The challenge of keeping a character’s voice believable and consistent is always difficult. Vincent manages it under doubly difficult circumstances, since this story spans from Cassie at age three to Cassie at age twelve. Vincent has done an amazing job of capturing the world from a preschooler’s perspective and growing the voice along with the character."  Your challenge in this week's discussion forum is to first write your adult version of the event, and then try to capture that same event or memory from the perspective of the kid you used to be, the one who lived it firsthand.  

Part II: Perspective & Themes in The Lucky Place: 

Step 1: Finish The Lucky Place.
As you read (or, hopefully, re-read), consider the following aspects of the novel:

1. Superstition vs Reality: In what ways is this novel a story about the conflicts between imagination, magical thinking, and belief in superstitions or luck versus a more rational, logical or realistic view of the world?  What early beliefs are children forced to abandon as they grow up, as represented by Cassie & Jamie? Which characters seem invested in a 'fantasy' realm, and which seem realistic?  What moments in the story seem to represent one way of perceiving the world or the other (the curse, the gold, etc)?

2. Point of View: When Cassie meets Ellis, she decides to call him 'New Daddy' and her father becomes 'Old Daddy' - her literal view of the world symbolizes her acceptance of her new family.  Jamie never does accept Ellis.  How are the two men different in Cassie's eyes?  How accurate is her understanding of the two men and their behavior?  Why is Jamie's reaction to Ellis so different from Cassie's? How would the story be different, in tone, in focus, in detail or events, if Jamie were the narrator instead of Cassie?

3. Family Loyalty: In many ways, this is story about holding a family together in the face of loss - consider how this theme plays out for each of the characters.  Why is loyalty to family so important?  How does the definition of 'family' vary from one character to the next?  What does this story have to teach us about the impact of alcoholism, divorce, illness, sexuality, on families?

4. Cassie vs. Belle: Consider the ways in which Cassie is like and unlike her mother?  How are their perspectives, loyalties and priorities similar, how do they differ?  How do their characters change over the course of the novel?  And how does their relationship with her mother change?  In the end, would you be able to be as forgiving/understanding as Cassie is of her mother's shortcomings?  How do you think these characters will continue to evolve or change?  Where will Belle & Cassie be, and who will they be, in five or ten years?

5. Narrative Style: How does the writing evolve as Cassie does?  How does the sentence structure and language change to evoke the changes in Cassie as she grows up?  How does the thirteen-year-old Cassie differ from Cassie at three? What of that three-year old is left by the end of the book?  And what do we learn about kids and families by seeing life through the eyes of such a young narrator? 

6. Structure:  In what ways is the 'vignette' structure apt for a novel about memory?  And in what ways is the story structure reminiscent of the home movies Ellis makes later in the novel? Is Cassie a 'human camera'?  What role do pictures and images have in the story? 

7. Social Issues & Setting: Based on the descriptions in the novel, how have social perceptions of alcoholism, divorce and homosexuality changed over the last 50 years?  How might this story have evolved differently if it were set over the past ten years, rather than during the late '50s and early '60s? Why is the time period important to the story? What does it add?

· For more on the father-daughter relationship in fiction, see: findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa4063/is_200807/ai_n27997319
Step 2: "Looking back on The Lucky Place" Response
Pick one of the seven questions listed above, and write a 300-500 word response.  Post that response to the "Week 3: Looking back at The Lucky Place" drop box by 11p Sept. 8.

Part III: Paper #1: Fiction Analysis 
Basic Requirements:
· Length: 3+ pgs.
· Format: Literary Criticism/MLA style (see links below)
Description:

Choose one of the following as the basis for your Paper #1.

1. Discuss The Lucky Place in terms of its depictions of the benefits and drawbacks of 'superstitious' versus 'rational' thinking. You may want to focus on one character or compare and contrast different characters responses or reactions to events.

2. Analyze the language and structure of the novel in relation to it's effectiveness in creating a 'realistic' portrayal of a child's view of the world.  As a starting point, you may want to use critic Joan Aiken's statement that for children "the world is an infinitely rich, strange, confusing, wonderful, cruel, mysterious, beautiful, inexplicable riddle." 

3. Discuss the ways in which Cassie's statement, "And the basket tips one way and then the other, like you might fall, every time the elephant steps" might be seen as the theme for the entire the novel.

Be sure to use specific examples to support your interpretation!

Suggested Readings:

1. For an overview of this style of paper: lrc.sierra.cc.ca.us/writingcenter/litcrit.htm 

2. For an overview of MLA formatting: http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/mla/index.shtml
3. For those of you who need help with mechanics (grammar, punctuation, sentence clarity): http://www.shastacollege.edu/wc/grammarsites/
4. Another resource for writing papers on literature, whether fiction, poetry or drama: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/713/01/
5. Avoiding plagiarism: http://www.pnc.edu/engl/writingcenter/plag.html
Use of Sources:
· Use of the primary text is required, which is to say, you should be summarizing, paraphrasing and/or quoting from The Lucky Place. 
· Judicious use of secondary sources is allowed; however, DO NOT rely on secondary sources to make your argument for you. 

· If you use secondary sources, you MUST include an MLA formatted Works Cited page, and appropriate attributions and in-text citations.  See link #3 above for MLA if you are not familiar with that citation style.

· Turnitin will be used to check these papers, so if you plagiarize, expect severe consequences - such as receiving a zero for the assignment.  See link #5 above for suggestions on avoiding this.  

·  Secondary sources should be used only to: 

· establish terminology or theoretical background 
· to supplement and support your own ideas about the texts,
· provide relevant examples

See student papers included in this folder for examples. 

